PERFINS of Great Britain. ———————— King George VI 


King George VI - Royal Silver Wedding issue. 


Following criticism for failing to issue a commemorative stamp in 1947 for the wedding of 
Princess Elizabeth, the G.P.O were keen to make amends a year later by celebrating the Silver 
Wedding of the King and Queen. Two stamps were envisaged, a 244d and £1, although it’s fair 
to say that the £1 value was aimed specifically at stamp collectors. 


The Post Office preferred a ‘Landmark’ format as the design illustrated below by George Knipe 
shows, an idea originally suggested for use on stamps of King Edward VIII. The King, 
however, was adamant that the design should include only portraits. The ‘Landmark’ idea 
would eventually see the light of day in 1955 with the issue of the high value ‘Castles’ of Queen 
Elizabeth II. The final designs, using new photographic portraits by Dorothy Wilding, were 
produced by George Knipe and Joan Hassall. 





Design by George Knipe, submitted by Harrison & Sons Ltd. 
© Stamp Design Royal Mail Group Ltd (2014) 


Designers of the chosen designs: 
e George T Knipe (1918-2006) - Commercial artist employed by Harrison & Sons Ltd. 
e Joan Hassall (1906-1988) - Daughter of John Hassall (Postcard and Book Illustrator), 
she was the first woman to have a postage stamp design accepted by the G.P.O. 


Printing details 
Printed in photogravure by Harrison & Sons Ltd, in sheets of 120 stamps, arranged in 20 rows 
of six stamps (22d value), and sheets of 20 stamps, arranged in 4 rows of five (£1). 


Issued date - 26" April 1948. Both stamps were also overprinted for use by British Postal 
Agencies overseas. The stamps were withdrawn from sale on 30" September 1948. 


£1 - 419,628 


Quantities sold - totals shown above each stamp. 


2/d - 147,508,800 





113 dies 3 dies 


Perfin figures correct to 1” January 2019. 
The issue is known on 115 different dies, involving 116 DDF. 
In 1948 there would have been around 2,725 G.B. Perfin dies still in commercial use. 


© The Perfin Society 
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Any additional information you can provide would be greatly appreciated. 


Please forward any new details to: 


Roy Gault (Catalogue Editor - contact details as in the Bulletin), 
or via e-Mail to Alastair Walter (Webmaster) at perfinsoc O gmail.com 


O The Perfin Society 





